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Our plan to make Kingston
Council work for you again.



Do you trust the Council? We pay the highest Council Tax in the land, and

for what? Crime has skyrocketed, our swimming pool has been shut down

and fly-tipping plagues our streets. Residents feel betrayed by the

Council, who promised to respect and act in the interest of residents
-

yet have done anything but.

We have six key pledges to help make Kingston Council work for

residents again. This is a manifesto created by people like you. People who

woke up one day and thought, ‘You know what? I’m not putting up with this

rubbish anymore.’ If you feel the same, then join us. Support us on May 5th

Up and down the country, there are now over 2000 Independent

Councillors - a number growing every year - serving their communitie
s

with great success. Kingston desperately needs change, away from the

‘Punch and Judy’ politics of old.

But for us to implement our plans, you have to take your vote seriously.

This election is not about the lesser of two evils - it’s about getting ou
r

Council, our towns, back on track.

Every vote for the Kingston Independent Residents Group this year is
a

vote for a Council that will once again work for you.

With these elections being fought on new ward boundaries, the old mantra

of ‘It’s Lib Dem or Conservative’ doesn’t apply any more. We can win - and

win across the entire borough - for you, our neighbours and fellow

residents.

We will build an open, accountable and honest Council that you can trust.

But what you do today, tomorrow and every day until May 5th will be the

difference between us implementing this manifesto and the Lib Dems

throwing it aside.

Your vote is your voice. Don’t sit it out. Speak loud. Act loud. Vote lou
d.

If you have any questions, please get in touch: ring 020 8050 5096, email

admin@kirg.org.uk or visit our website: www.kirg.org.uk

With very best wishes,

Introduction to our Manifesto from
Helen Hinton (Group Leader) &
James Giles (Deputy Leader)

Dear neighbour,

Helen Hinton & James Giles

Our to Fix
FREEZE COUNCIL TAX FOR FOUR YEARS

We will freeze Council Tax for four years, making
use of the millions in our reserves and cutting the
pay of fat-cat bureaucrats at Kingston Council.

PRO HOMES, ANTI TOWERS!

We will protect Kingston from overdevelopment,
making our planning policy work for residents
instead of developers.

MORE POLICE ON OUR STREETS

We will use the Met Police’s ‘Partnership Plus’ scheme to
hire a dozen police officers in each town centre area:
New Malden, Kingston, Surbiton & Chessington.

ACT ON THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY

We will implement KingstonCAN (Clean Air Now)’s
plan to clean up Kingston’s dirty air, and bring
forward Council carbon neutrality to 2028.

INTRODUCE A PEOPLE’S CHARTER

A charter with clear service targets to improve basic
services including: bin collection, street cleaning,
potholes, grass verges and easy access to the Council.

FIX THE KINGFISHER LEISURE CENTRE

We will fix the roof of the Kingfisher Leisure Centre, invest in
the Malden Centre to ensure it’s continued use, and use the
£40m saved from repair to build a new pool in Chessington.

Six
1
2
3
4
5
6



Our Plan to make Kingston Council
work for you again.

The Kingston Independent Residents Group
was formed to provide a voice for ordinary
residents on Kingston Council. In addition to
our ‘Six to Fix’, our pledges below will begin
restoring trust in the Council, and improve life
for all in our borough:
- We fully support the Seething Wells Action
Group and our candidates commit to bringing the
site into community ownership
- We will reintroduce the community skip
scheme, giving residents a chance to dispose of
large waste for free twice a year and reduce
flytipping
- We will take urgent action to address the
Climate Emergency - bringing forward the
Council’s carbon neutrality target from 2038 to
2028.
- We were founding members of KingstonCAN
(Clean Air Now), and fully support their plan to
improve our environment (www.kingstoncan.org)
- We will freeze Council rents for the next four
years, putting money back in the pockets of
Council tenants.

- We will reverse the care charges increase,
which left those receiving homecare without a
penny of disposable income for living.
- We will reopen Kingston’s youth and childrens’
centres, closed in cuts by both the Lib Dems and
the Conservatives over the last 6 years.
- We will work closely with small businesses and
the voluntary sector, establishing a monthly
partnerships forum to support those making our
borough a better place to live.
- We will immediately halt the GO Cycle
schemes, launching an urgent review into the
safety of the schemes. In New Malden, we will
remove the bollards on the cycle scheme and
reintroduce the right-hand filter at South Lane.
- We will bring the Council to you, opening local
contact centres in existing Council buildings (such
as libraries) so you can report local issues and
speak to a human easily and accessibly.
- We will serve all residents in a kind, courteous
manner at all times, and respect all viewpoints.
We will hold monthly advice surgeries for residents
to help with any local issues or queries they have.

Kingston’s Council Tax is now
the highest in the land, having risen by over
18% at the hands of the Lib Dem Council over
the last four years.
Many residents rightly question where the money
is being spent... Lib Dem and Conservative
Councillors have increased their pay every single
year since 2018, and the Council’s CEO now earns
almost £200,000 per year - more than the Prime
Minister.
- We will freeze Council Tax for four years, by

cutting the millions spent on consultants and
agency staff, using the millions sitting in the
Council’s reserves built up over many years, &
reducing fat-cat salaries of senior staff
- We will immediately reduce Councillor
allowances by 10%. Why should Councillors reap
the reward whilst ordinary residents are facing a
cost of living crisis?
- We will ensure that everyone can effectively
and easily scrutinise and challenge the Council
and Councillors, including opening up the Council’s
finances to inspection by the public.

Kingston has the worst planning
department in the country - that’s
official from government data. We’re saying
‘enough is enough’, it’s time to put residents
back in the driving seat.

- We will immediately instruct the planning
department to cease making planning
decisions on behalf of Councillors, instead
requiring all full applications to be heard in a
public meeting with all residents having the right to
make representations heard.

- We will create a new framework for due
diligence which will restrict the sale of Council
land and accommodation to companies or
partnerships with unsatisfactory organisational
form or funding.

- We will instigate regular visits by planning
enforcement to all major developments to
ensure compliance with all development control
agreements.

- No Councillors to accept gifts or hospitality
from developers.

- Make sure developers pay their way, and stop
them avoiding payments for local Neighbourhood
improvements.

- We will not build on our green spaces and will
not agree to any development on them. Where
land is in our ownership, we will transfer the land
to a non-profit making trust to create a long-term
unbreakable lease. Where it is not, we will defend
green belt and open land policies throughout
the borough.

Our Candidates
Coombe Hill
Kerry Giles & Adrian King

Coombe Vale
David James Giles

Green Lane & St James
James Giles & Yvonne
Tracey

Norbiton
Valerie Jenner
Kingston Gate
Helen Hinton & Deepa
Veneik

Kingston Town
Bob Tyler, Phil Doyle &
Georgina Hinton
NewMalden Village
Marc Tracey & Richard
Hebborn
St Marks and Seething
Wells
Leslie Ian Jones
Surbiton Hill
Glen Colegate, Mo Rajput &
Hayley Smithers

Tolworth
Kelvin Foote

It’s Independent or Lib Dem in
Kingston this time:

Lib
Dem
1st Indy

2nd

4th
Lab

Con
3rd

Source: Survey of 1500
residents in Kingston and
New Malden, 09/21 - 02/22

With this election being fought on
new ward boundaries, the old ‘Lib
Dem or Tory’ mantra doesn’t apply
this time.

The Conservatives can’t win this
time - and the Lib Dems don’t
deserve to.
Demand Better for Kingston - vote
Kingston Independent Residents
Group on 5th May.


